swallow the planets, a chaos made up of economic elephantiasis,
super-technique, megaphone-roaring, and psycho-analysis. Still,
this only indirectly concerns the " crisis of the European soul."

Two years after the assassination of Lincoln another tragedy
took place in the same quarter of the globe. The War of Seces-
sion encouraged Napoleon III to undertake a very risky venture.
French troops landed in Mexico under a pretext of international
law, pushed forward, and conquered the capital. A " national as-
sembly " of paid creatures was summoned, and elected the Arch-
duke Maximilian Emperor of Mexico. Brother of the Emperor
Francis Joseph, he was one of the " Liberal" Habsburgs, a vague
elementary idealist of the type of Joseph II, but still not Liberal
enough to refrain from forcing himself on a population which
did not want him. He, with the assistance of the French under
Bazaine, fought against the " rebels " and the former President
Juarez. The conclusion of peace in the North put an end to it all.
The United States entered a protest. Napoleon, confronted with
the eventuality of going to war with them, withdrew his troops,
and Maximilian, as foolish as he was brave, disdained to flee and
was tried by court martial and shot. This was a severe blow to the
Napoleonic prestige.

Before this, Napoleon had already suffered a more indirect
weakening of that prestige through the Danish affair. The point
of dispute was the two hereditary duchies of Schleswig and Hoi-
stein, which were bound to Denmark by personal union. As Fred-
erick VII was childless, and as the rule of hereditary succession
to the duchies was different from that of Denmark, they would
have passed to another dynasty on the King's death: namely, to
Duke Christian von Sonderburg-Augustenburg. Only Holstein be-
longed to the German Federation, and in consequence the " Eider-
Dane " party (so called because they wanted the Eider to be the
Danish frontier) engineered the incorporation of Schleswig. This
was announced in the revolutionary month of March 1848. The
answer to it was an insurrection in both provinces, assisted by
Prussian and other German troops. But the blockade by the Dan-
ish warships, which commanded the sea and the mouths of the
Elbe, Weser, and Oder, and the diplomatic pressure exercised by
England and Russia, paralysed the war. Austria also came out on
the side of Denmark and, with the vigorous assistance of the Tsar,
forced Prussia in 1850, at that Olmiitz conference of which we have
already heard, to refrain from any intervention in the Schleswig-
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